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Dr. John Simpson 
Office: CH339K 
Hours: W 9:00-12:00 
R: 10:00-12:00 
The course, Literary Masterworks, is a survey of works that I 
have chosen which develop the theme of governance in one form or 
another. In each of these works, we see conflict between people and 
divinities, between people and natural forces, and within groups of 
people. Conflict and efforts to control conflict through governance 
-- our themes for the semester. 
Your responsibility is to keep up with the reading 
consistently. Frankly there is plenty of reading; don't fall 
behind. I have no special sympathy for the ill-prepared. There will 
be three unit exams worth 15% apiece, one literary analysis of 8-10 
pages worth 25%, and a comprehensive final examination worth 30%. 
I will issue detailed instructions when needed, but as a preview, 
you will write the paper under my close supervision. There will be 
an exchange between us of several drafts. I will grade only the 
final draft. I do allow make-ups with appropriate excuses. 
I do NOT factor class attendance into the grade. We will cover 
so much territory that if you are careless in attendance, you will 
cut your own throats on exams. 
Week 1 8-26 Introduction to course 
8-28 The Iliad 
Week 2 9-2 cont. 
9-4 cont. 
Week 3 9-9 cont. 
9-11 The Three Theban plays: Oedipus 
Week 4 9-16 Antigone 
9-18 Oedipus at Colonnus 
Week 5 9-23 Beowulf 
9-25 cont. 
Week 6 9-30 Unit #1 examination 
10-2 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
Week 7 10-7 cont. 
10-9 The Canterbury Tales: The Knight's Tale 
Week 8 10-14 cont.; paper topic due 
10-16 The Miller's Tale 
Week 9 10-21 The Nun's Priest's Tale 
10-23 Unit #2 examination 
Week 10 10-28 Don Quixote; first draft due, conferences 
10-31 cont. 
Week 11 11-4 cont. 
11-6 Gulliver's Travels; second draft due, conferences 
Week 12 11-11 cont. 
11-13 The Heart of Darkness 
Week 13 11-18 cont. 
11-20 Unit #3 examination 
Week 14 12-2 Lord of the Flies 
12-4 cont.; final draft due 
Week 15 12-9 Death of a Salesman 
12-11 cont. 
The comprehensive final examination will be at the appointed hour. 
